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Top gem black opals from Lightning Ridge, Australia, exhibit

bright red flashes of fire over a deep midnight blue-black

base color. (Paul B. Downing photo) INSET: Recrystallization

affords an exciting new look at boring minerals (p. 74).

FEATURES
The Myth of Opal’s Curse 12
A beautiful gem gets a bad rap
by Bob Jones

Opal Mining in Australia 20
Everything you need to get started
by Jordan Clary

Cornwall, England 28
An important ancient mineral locality
by Bob Jones

Rock & Gem Kids 48
Willemite, a book review, a Rocktoon, and a quiz
by Steve Decker

Keokuk Geode Jackpot! 68
Collectors visit the right place at the right time
by Mike Streeter

Hidden Images in Common Rocks 74
Recrystallization brings out their natural beauty
by Dr. E. Leighman Gafford and Carol Jean Brown

Colorful “Common” Opal 88
An endless variety of color, clarity and quality
by James A. Miller

PROJECTS
Make an Opal Pendant 40
Add fire to sterling silver jewelry
by Diane Prokop

Easy Celtic Pattern Casting 80
A shortcut to intricate jewelry designs
by David Abbott

FIELD TRIPS
Idaho Precious Opal 56
Collecting opportunities at the Spencer Mine
by Kenneth H. Rohn

REGULAR COLUMNS
All She Wrote..........................6
Craftsman of

the Month ..........................8
Show Dates ..........................10
Shop Talk................................18

Rock Science ........................26
Many Facets ........................36
Picks & Pans..........................46
Off the Dop ..........................64
On the Rocks ......................96

12 20 74

Printed in U.S.A.
Notice: On rare occasions, typographical errors occur in
prices listed in magazine advertisements. For this reason,
advertisements appearing in Rock & Gem should be consid-
ered as requests to inquire, rather than as unconditional
offers to sell. All prices are subject to change without notice.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Rock & Gem, 

P.O. Box 469113, Escondido, CA 92046-9113
or RockAndGem@pcspublink.com

Rock & Gem4 www.rockngem.com

TOC October07  7/23/07  2:12 PM  Page 4


