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COVER: This month, we salute field trips and the speci-
mens we love to collect. Pictured are (clockwise from
top right) pyrite crystals, fine wire silver, rhodochrosite,
tourmaline crystals on a matrix of lepidolite, and gold
from the collection of Keith and Mauna Proctor. (Photo
by Earl Lewis)
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Gearing Up for Field Trips 12
A good rockhound is always prepared;
by Evan and Bob Jones

Field Trip
Black Range Amethyst 20

Purple gems from an old silver district;

by Robert Beard

How to Plan a Field Trip 28
Everything you need to know to lead a successful outfing;

by Steve Decker

Panning Sites along U.S. Highway 90 34
10 spots in Nevada and Idaho;

by David and Clois Walker

The Organic Gems 40
These water-borne beauties are lapidary favorites;

by Bob Jones

Rockhounding Tours in British Columbia 48
Pre-planned field trips for the whole family;

by Lynn Varon
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Rockhounding for the Lazy 52

Finding specimens doesn’t have to be difficult;

by Mary E. Garatti

How to Make and Use Spring Steel Wedges 60
You'll be breaking rock with the big boys;

by Michael Walter

Taking Field Trips with Kids 64
How to keep family fun from becoming a fiasco;

by Robert Beard
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Collecting by the Book 72

Let the printed page be your guide;
by Milan J. Breite
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Lone Star Turritella 80

Fossiliferous limestone fromm Central Texas;
by William L. Rader
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