COVER: Fine opals from the collection of Robin Banchik of
Crystalarium (Los Angeles, CA) include a white opal carving
on a slice of Yowah nut from Australia (center), Australian
boulder opal (top right), orange Mexican opal (bottom right),
and an Andamooka matrix opal egg (bottom left). (Earl Lewis
photo)
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Its beauty is unpredictable;
by Bob Jones
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This bright collector mineral has a dark side;
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Protecting our resources doesn’t mean you can’t collect;
by Kenneth H. Rohn
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